It is not easy to argue a case .when there is nothing or next to nothing to argue against. If anybody would be kind enough to dispute the usefulness of hospitals the case would be different, and there would then be some possibility of discussion; but it is scarcely practicable to insist at length on a proposition which, I think, everybody is 'agreed upon. I will not therefore dwell upon the customary commonplaces. We all know that hospitals are less liable to abuse than any other form of charity, because while distress very often is, and always may be, simulated, illness cannot always be so simulated, and, in point of fact, in very few cases is the attempt ever made. We know, further, that the function of the hospital is not limited to the relief of the individual sufferer, but that it is a school of medical science?a school of the most practical kind, by the existence of which none benefit more than those who are never likely to enter the door of any public institution except as visitors. We know, again, that the functions performed by our great public hospitals are absolutely indispensable. The theatre is now one of the best in existence, and other improvements of detail have been made with which I shall not trouble you. I am happy to be able to tell you, and I confess it strikes me with a feeling of surprise, that the last three years have been the most prosperous in the whole history of this hospital. In those three years there have been treated 4,800 in-patients, and more than 66,000 out-patients. The number of patients admitted in the present year up to date has exceeded that of any previous year, and out of 30 beds which hard times compelled us to close ten years ago, 25 have been opened again. I will not trouble you with figures of income and expenditure, but you will be glad to hear that the income of the hospital has sufficed to meet the general outlay, to pay for the necessary building of which I have spoken, and to put by ?6,000 against bad times. I doubt if any hospital, or, indeed, any charitable institution, in London can show an equally satisfactory record. The fixed and certain incomeof thehospital is, andhaslongbeen more than ?6,000 short of the normal outlay, and yet there hasnever been a deficit. The public has been expected to make the deficiency good, and has always come up to the mark. We have, however, fresh work on hand. The public has done for them in the past, and may be reasonably expected to do in the future, are confident that they will be supplied. There is one case of munificence which I desire to mention. As you all know, there is no family which has been more helpful to us for many years past than one which is celebrated in connexion with the daily press ?I mean the name of Levy. At the last triennial festival the amount of their donation was ?4,000, and I am happy to say that we have received from Miss Matilda Levy, in memory of her late father, a gift of ?1,000 additional. I think I may congratulate you upon the attendance here to-night, and upon the amount of subscriptions which you will shortly hear mentioned. The amount would be creditable at any time, and it is doubly so now, when, as we know, the incomes of the richer classes have fallen off, from landed and other depressions, and when the funds of so many charitable institutions have suffered in proportion.
